[image: cid:image003.jpg@01CE99C0.77B27E00]
Washington State Health Professional Loan Repayment and Scholarship 
Program Updates
Background
The Washington State Health Professional Loan Repayment and Scholarship (HPLRS) program was established through legislation passed in 1989 following a recommendation of the Rural Health Care Commission as a means to address health care workforce issues.  The program is administered by the Washington Student Achievement Council in collaboration with the Department of Health authorized by RCW 28B.15. The HPLRS program has helped to recruit and retain 255 providers throughout the state in 38 of the 39 Washington counties within the last five years. 

The goal of the program is to:
1. Increase the supply of an appropriate mix of health care professionals to meet the needs of rural and underserved urban communities;
1. Assist communities in recruiting health providers eliminating barriers to access to health care to underserved populations;
1. Achieve distribution of an appropriate mix of health care professionals to respond in a timely manner to the needs of rural and underserved urban communities;
· Assist communities that are underserved, or at risk of becoming so, to attract and retain needed health care professionals; 
· Assist communities that are underserved, or at risk of becoming so, to attract and retain diverse health care professionals that more closely reflects the increasing diversity of our state; and
· Maintain enough flexibility to recognize such variables as funding levels, education debt, tuition costs, current program participants, and applicant pool.

The scholarship program pays tuition costs and loan repayment helps to repay educational loans of health care providers. Loan repayment pays up to $35,000 per year for a minimum of two years ($70,000), and up to $30,000 (based on availability of funds) for each additional year, in exchange for providers working in an area of need for a period of two to three years with the possibility of extensions.  
In 2010, Washington State faced severe financial shortfalls in which the state Legislature reduced state funding for the program from $4,350,000 to the current amount of $525,000.  Current state funds of $525,000 are used to match federal grant funds of $525,000 bringing the total program available funds to award loan repayment providers to $1,050,000.  Further, the federal program has specific provider types and requirements which limit the ability of the Council to address individual community needs.
2008 – 2013 FUNDING AND AWARDS
	
	State legislative allocations
	Federal/State Loan Repayment funds
	Scholarship 
Awards
	Loan Repayment Awards
	Total Awards

	2008-09
	$4,350,000
	$525,000
	34
	63
	97

	2009-10
	$4,350,000
	$525,000
	16
	51
	67

	2010-11
	$530,000
	$525,000
	6
	38
	44

	2011-12
	$530,000
	$525,000
	0
	13
	13

	2012-13
	530,000
	525,000
	0
	24
	24

	2013-14
	530,000
	525,000
	0
	25
	25



Program Data
The program has awarded 43 Scholars since the 2008-2009 fiscal years.  Due to program funding cuts, no new scholarship awards have been granted since 2010.

2008-2014 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
	
	MD
	DO
	PA
	NP
	RN
	RX
	DDS
	ALL OTHERS
*see list below
	TOTAL AWARDS

	2008-09
	0
	0
	0
	0
	21
	1
	0
	6
	28

	2009-10
	0
	1
	2
	1
	4
	0
	0
	1
	9

	2010-11
	0
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	6

	2011-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2012-13
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2013-14
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	*Licensed Midwife, Dental Hygienist, Nurse Educator, PHD, MSN - Nursing
Rx =  Pharmacists
Source: Washington Student Achievement Council



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Health Professional Loan Repayment and Scholarship Program have awarded 212 providers from 2009 until 2013.  
2009 – 2013 LOAN REPAYMENT AWARDS
	
	MD
	DO
	PA
	NP
	RN
	RX
	DDS
	ALL OTHERS
*see list below
	TOTAL 
AWARDS

	2008-2009
	13
	2
	5
	6
	21
	10
	9
	18
	84

	2009-2010
	3
	0
	0
	2
	4
	12
	4
	2
	27

	2010-2011
	2
	0
	6
	2
	5
	10
	6
	7
	38

	2011-2012
	5
	3
	2
	3
	0
	0
	1
	0
	14

	2012-2013
	10
	2
	2
	4
	0
	0
	4
	2
	24

	2013-2014
	7
	0
	2
	5
	6
	2
	3
	0
	25



*Certified Nurse Midwife, Licensed Midwife, and Dental Hygienist
Rx = Pharmacists
Source: Washington Student Achievement Council
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