
How to apply for the Washington Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE) 2025 Scholarship 

The Washington Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE) scholarship is a merit scholarship for 
Washington career and technical education students. WAVE scholarships may be used at eligible 
Washington public or private colleges and universities, and at approved in-state private career colleges 
and schools.* 

The Application Portal for WAVE is open from early February to March 17, 2025 
Are you a Washington resident** who fits one of these two categories? 

1. I am a graduating high school senior with the equivalent of two high school credits in a single 
career and technical education pathway.  

o Eligible high school applicants include those who are enrolled at: 
 Public, private, State-Tribal Education Compact, or home schools 

o Career and technical education credits for high school students may be earned at: 
 Public high schools, State-Tribal Education Compact schools, Skills Centers, and 

Washington colleges or universities 

2. I am a college student attending a Washington public community college or public technical 
college with the equivalent of one year of college credits in a single professional-technical 
program or apprenticeship program.  

o Eligible college applicants attend one of these 34 colleges: SBCTC Colleges 
o Approved professional-technical programs may include campus-based apprenticeships 

with related supplemental instruction at community and technical colleges 

If you fit one of these two categories while also demonstrating excellence in your career and technical 
education coursework, please apply for the WAVE scholarship! 

*For a list of eligible Washington colleges, universities, and career schools where a WAVE scholarship 
award may be used, please select this link to the Workforce Board's WAVE Webpage. 

** For information on Washington residency, please select this link to Washington Residency. 

 

1. The WAVE scholarship portal works best using Google’s Chrome browser.  

2. Select the following link to access the WAVE 2025 scholarship application:  
https://state-of-washington-wave.wizehive.app/program/wave 

  

https://www.sbctc.edu/our-colleges/college-contact-list
https://wtb.wa.gov/wave/
https://wtb.wa.gov/wave/
https://wsac.wa.gov/student-residency#:%7E:text=Both%20U.S.%20citizens%20and%20non,and%20families%E2%80%94can%20get%20residency.
https://state-of-washington-wave.wizehive.app/program/wave


3. The link will bring you to the WAVE Program Info page. Select the blue box labeled Got it.  

 

4. Then select the green box labeled Apply in the upper right corner. 

 

  



5. In the pop-up message, select the left tab labeled, I’m a new user.  
Enter your information, then select Create Account. 

 

6. Next, a Welcome pop-up message prompts for a code that is sent to the email address you 
provided in your Create Account form shown above. 

 

7. Check your email and open the State of Washington WAVE message (your email interface may 
look different than the example shown below). A two-factor identification code (six numbers) 
is provided in the message that is to be entered into the six boxes of the Welcome pop-up. 

 

  



8. Open the message to access the six-digit security code. An example is shown below. 

 

9. Return to the Welcome pop-up message in your WAVE application and enter your six-digit 
security code into the six boxes (your code will be different from the number shown above). 
Select the box labeled Next. 

 

10. The Create Your Profile pop-up message will appear. Select the blue bar labeled Get Started. 

 



11. The Create Your Profile form will appear. Complete the form with your information.  
Enter a street address. A post office box is not a valid entry for the WAVE Scholarship. Enter a 
personal email address that you check regularly. Do not use a school email account. A trusted 
contact or alternative email address can also be provided. When the form is complete, select 
the blue bar labeled Create Profile. 

 

12. Once the Profile is created, a pop-up message will appear. Select the blue bar labeled Start 
Applying. 

 



13. If there are webpage loading delays, it helps to refresh the webpage. To refresh a webpage, 
select the refresh arrow as highlighted in the red box below: 

 
 

14. The WAVE Scholarship application sections will then be visible. Select Instructions – WAVE 
Timelines and Helpful Steps to successfully begin your WAVE application. The blue Start 
buttons indicate that you can begin completing the sections of your application. If the blue 
buttons are labeled View, that indicates you need to log in by first selecting the green Apply 
button. The application works best if you go in order from top to bottom. 

 

15. There are three WAVE Application Instruction sections to pay close attention to. Read through 
all the instructions at least once. Helpful Tip - Print the instructions out before you continue 
further in the application. 



16. Complete the REQUEST FORMS before the rest of your application. Do so as early as possible. 
The first Request Form is labeled Career and Technical Education Instructor Certification and 
Recommendation. Send Requests to your Career and Technical Education (CTE) instructor or 
Professional-Technical instructor. They need time to complete and submit the link that is sent 
to their email address. Choose a CTE instructor who has a strong understanding of your 
contributions inside and outside of the classroom related to career and technical education. 

 

 
17. You can send, delete and resend the Career and Technical Education Instructor Certification 

form by making choices in the Actions drop down menu. 

 



18. The second request form is labeled Personal Letter of Reference Form. Choose a reference who 
has a strong understanding of your contributions inside and outside of the classroom. 

 

 

19. You can send, delete and resend the Personal Letter of Reference form by making choices in 
the Actions drop down menu. 

 



• You will receive a message to your email address from State of Washington WAVE no-
reply@zenginehq.com when you send the form your CTE instructor and personal reference 
and again when each have successfully submitted their forms. 

• Check your junk mail folder before reaching out to your instructor or reference to see if they 
need a reminder. You can also resend the request directly from the request form section. 

• If you do not receive the email message that indicates your CTE instructor and personal 
reference have submitted their forms, contact your instructor and reference well before the 
WAVE Scholarship deadline of March 17, 2025. 

20. Continue to complete every section of the WAVE 2025 scholarship Application. 

 

 
21. Answer all the questions in Education Status. You can scroll up and down in the section to be 

sure you have fully answered every question. Transcripts can only be loaded once all related 
Education Status questions are answered. 

22. Compose your three career and technical education WAVE Scholarship Essays and provide 
detailed, relevant information for each prompt. 

23. Enter your current street address (not a post office box) to determine your Legislative District. 

24. The Voluntary Demographic Information section is optional to complete. 

25. Upload your Transcripts for each current school where your career and technical education 
credits have been earned. 



26. Once every section of your application is complete, select the Submit button. 

 

27. If all sections of your application are complete, you will receive a pop-up graphic indicating 
your submission was successfully achieved. 

 
 

Select this link to learn more about the WAVE scholarship webpage: 
https://wtb.wa.gov/wave/. 

 

Good Skill and Good Luck! 

https://wtb.wa.gov/wave/

